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DEED OF DIABOLISM

_——

Wrecking of the Maine Was Probably
Intentional.

ALL THE EVIDENCE POINTS THAT WAY

—

Naval Oourt of Inquiry Baid to Be
Convinoed,

SHIP'S BOTTOM PLATES BLOWN UPWARD

Oonsidared Ocrtain that Forward Magasine
is Intaot,

TORPEDO MIGHT HAVE DINE THE WORK

This, lelh the Assintnnee of the Sa-
Iuting Powder, It s Delleved
Ly Many, Destroyed the
Battleahip,

o -

Mopy rleht, 1808, by Tress PPublishing Company.)

HAVANA, Foli, 25.—(New York World Ca-
blegam—Special  Telegram,)—The  naval
court of Inquiry I8 completely sitletied now
by the evidence of divers in regard to the
origin of the explosion which destroyed the
Maine: The divers wont down Into the wredk
thig morning agaln and got evidence to con-
firm the susplcions aroused by the findings
of yestorday. The court may not leave for
Key West for a day or two, us it has found
ANy moro Wwitnessea to examine,

Hitherto tho navy divers have been at
work for the purpoees of the investigation.
From now on tho wrecking steamer Right
Arm will proceed vigurously with Ita taslc
It9 divers were busy today down forward.
It Is expected that all the remiining bodlcs
will be recovered within three duys, Lieuten-
dnt Commander Walnwright has charge of
tho work. Guanner Charlea Morgan, the war-
rant officer of the Crujeer Newark, probably
will directly overlook the divers, Chief Gun-
per's Mate Olsén of the battleship lowa ls
dolng eplendld work., The officers say they
gover huve peen a better diver than hed

Poor Holzer was the man who, dying in
bhorrible agoeny, said o Captaln Slgsbuee:
“Captaln, 1 am rorry 1 can't shalte haunds
with you.' Mis bands were swathed In band-
agea, 1 am sorry you've lost your ship and
your cumrades,” Ho ought to have w monu-

vt
DONE BY A TORPEDO.

Yesterday's dlsvlosures of the divers prove
finnlly a full intemational fact, that the
Mailno was blown up February 10 by an
outslde explosion, probubiy, of & large tor-
pedo, The buard of Investization has ceaged
investigating (be remains of the forward
magazine. The members are sitistled that
1t Al not explode.  From the first glance
overything has pointed that way. It s
known now that the divers found under the
flooring of tho big forward starboard maga-
zinp twenty-five tons of powder intact, while
the sldes were not completely destroyed, it
16 an abgclnte fmpossibility that a part of
its 180 powder-illed eylinders should rot
have exploded. And it is just as awlully
true that no explosives aboard the ship
could, unnided, have so maugled and blown
awdy and broken In two  the battleship
Malne, Something else must hive done it

Naval experts say a blg torpedo placed
under the port side of the bottom just next
to the reserve magazine would easlly have
cauged the observed damage I It were as-
sisted by the 2,000 pounds of the qulck
burning saluting  powder known to have
been dn the reserve mugazine. It ls not
Hkely that mines cxist inside the closed
Haovana harbag, nor Hkely that, If known
{o the governwent, a mine would be placed
in the position moest seldom occupled by a
ghip avchored to the buoy s ls the Malne's
position. It s most likely that if such a
mine had been bullt It would have bien
badly out of order, ke most Spanish naval
affairs, If. Indeed, it had ever contained e¢x-
plosives for which the Spanish governnicnt

d
= BOTTOM HLOWN UPWARDS,

As was cablell, one of the Malne's bottonm
plates has hovn blown from left to right
and upwards. Originally It was under water
on tho port side about opposite the forward
turret. It now protrudes four feet out of
water, fitteen feet Inside the proper line of
contour of the vessel, as ls ehown by the
undamaged rear two-thirds, The Maloo's
bhotlom plates were palated, 1 am informed,
with MeGulones' green antl-fouling paint.
This plate ls thus paloted on its port slde,
On ita other side It Is plastered with the
ecement only used in the Maine on the Inslde
of the bottom plates. The cement in gath-
ered thick In the comuers of the angle lronas
ot the ntarboard side of the plate,

This would be sufMelent proof even with-
out the divers' magazine discovery, or the
ten-inch shells thrown toward the &tarboard
glde; or the maln deck being donbled back
to starboard and port; or the living men
who slept near the big magazine; or the
dead bodlea near it mangled; or the for-
ward fupnel thrown to «lght and rear; or
the cement hurled aboard the Washingion;
ar apy other of the many proofs already
saabled. Anyone was lodleative; all together
wre stunningly convineing,

The forward magazine 410 npot explede,
which alone of all the exploslves placed
aboard could do the damage. And a tor-
pedo or & mine under the port side of the
Malue's bottom did explode, a8 I8 shown by
balf 8 dozen witnesses who testify to hear-
ing a double report, And that, with the as-
pistance of the saluting powder, blew up the
Malne and killed ita crew. Who did it?

BYLVESTER SCOVEL,

WORK OF THE HOAHD OF INQUIRY.

Members Paut in Avother Day Takling
Testimony.

HAVANA, Feb, 5.—The wreek of the
Maloo 18 slowly but surely sinking Wto the
mud, Before the wreck could be ralsed It
would be necessary (o move the guns and
deck debris. For lack of practicsl appli-
gnces nothing in this line has boen acoom-
plished. Aslde from the oficers’ cabin the
pilvage thus far has been plifably amall.
The cloudy weather rendered the work of
b the divers today dificult. Little was done,
It is hoped that & oumber of boties will be
recovered o the forward hatehos,

The court of lnquiry eat longer than usual
today, the slx divers belng examioed more
in detail than heretofore. The tlmie of de-
parture of the Mangrove with the court for
Koy West has not becnn determined, Captuin
Sampsan sald It was doubtful whether bils
vesnel would sall tomorrow, that all de-

on the developments of the totiniony,

Vhe Spanish crulser Alfonso X1 has been

bouy further withta u,nxm
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pected here tomorrow of next day from the
fiorth.

Al the afternoon wsession the examination
of divers war continted. A elivillan whoee
testimony Is sald to be of some Importance
waa rxamined.  The name of the witnesses
and all particulara are withheld,

Lote today the paymaster's safe with §22.-
BOO and Hiw papors wiae taken from the wreck.
Doyond thix no statement Is made as to the
value and nature of the eontents.

The complalnt Is =t made that the elee-
trie lamp 18 of Hitle uge to the divers,

£o far as reports made public go the work-

men on the tug Right Arm, with the aasist-
ance of the naval divers, are laboring hard
to recover the bodles under the hateh which
164 to the fire room platforms. Shoring with
timbera was necessary and the divers had to
wait for the lumber today. It s hoped the
bodies will be taken out tomorrow.
The Havana papers print long exiracts
from tha Amerlean dallles, but of course only
delayed news, The Amerjeans are anxiously
awalting the arrival of tomorrow's mall.

Coneul General Lee says he has recelved
no news of Importance from the State de-
partment por has he been notified to expect
the arrival of any ono of prominence.

At 6 o'clock this evening, when this dis-
patch Iz sent, Holzer i still sleeping under
the Influetice of an oplate. Ho Is o worse
than he was thls morning, but I8 very low.
Including him there were slx wounded lefrt
here, and all are reasonably certaln of re-
covery except him. Some difficulty will
arlge In removing them to the Udlted States,
for all have been exposed to contaglous
fevers and the guaranting laws forbid their
belug taken direct to Key West, Those
rogulations were dlsregarded In the chse of
the first lot of wounded taken thers on the
Ollvette the day after the explosion, but only
hecause of the extreme exigencles of the
case.

MORE DIVERS LEAVE FORR HAVANA.

Agent Yenngn Relurns
Guned His Family,

KEY WERBT, Fla, Feb 25—0n the
gleamer Masecotte, frem Tampa for Havana,
this evening were Captain Everctt and John
Hagerty, divers of the Merritt & Chapimac
Wreoking eompany, who are golng to work
on the Maine. 'They take with them two
nuslstants and a large quantlty of wrecklng
machinery.

Carlos Yznaga, United Statem consular
agent at Trinldad de Cuba, Is also a puas-
senger. He left two months ago on a three
months' vielt, but Is now hurrying home to
protect hls wife and children at Trinldad,
ns he fears the Spaniards there will pro-
voke o rist. After consultation with Consul
General Lee Mr. Yanaga will decide waother
to take hig family from Caba.

Thoe Mascotte replaccs the steamer 014-
velie, while the latter 1s lald up tempo-
rarily for repalrs. Out of the meventy pas-
gengers from Tampa only about a dozen
wont on to Havana, Traflle Is alk the other
way now.

Senntor Proctor s among the Mascotte's
pregengers, Defore salling he was shown o
dispatch published here saying that there
Is cousiderable excitement at Havana over
his expected visit, He read It, laughed, and
sald: **Absurd.”

In reply to a request for a detalled etate-
ment regarding hle visit Senator Proctor
eaid:

“I's all simple and straight ag day, 1've
been to Havana several times before, and
have many friends there, I've been fishing
saveral daye In Florldn with Colonel Parker,
a business man of Washington and a friend
of mine, and we have decided to go over to
Havana., To tell the truth, we are just golng
over there to ece what's going on, to be
where the excitement {8, Doetn't everyboldy
wint to go there? Don't you? There Is not
a bit of politieal =ignificance abont It. I
may stay In Havana a day or & week., 1
havn't the remotest ldea how long.”

Commander Cliford H., West, clhief of
Admiral Sieard’s staff, also salled on the
Mascotte. When asked the purpose of his
vigit to Hovana he replied: 1 cannot say
anything for publlcation,”

Consalnr to

DBHRYAN'S OPFINION OF MAINE AFFAIR,

Thinks the Government Should Go
Slow Aboent Provoking War,
TOPEKA, Feb. 25.—Willlam J. Bryan, who
was the principal speaker at the banquet
of the democratie club In this elty last night
was interviewed by a State Journal re-
porter today concerning the Maine affalr:
“In my opinlon, we should be slow to act
In the Malne affalr, especially under the
trying clreumstances which confrout us,’” he
sald, “Another fact which In my mind im-
pels us to exerclse diseretion s that the
official Investigation of the explosion is now
belng made, The United Statos cannot af-
ford to be too hasty In thls matter. Inter-
national questions are involved and |t
would be a sad compliment to our govern-
ment were we to openly and maliclously
bring about stramed relations by our anxiety
to locate the responsibility of the Malne dis-
aster, Nothing should be done untll the In-

vestigation s concluded.'

GETTING SEA DATTERY IN ORDER.
This In Spid to Ne Customary ot This
Time of the Year.
TRENTON, N, J, Feb, 25.—Men bave been
put to work replacing the sea batterles at
Sea Girt in order for service. At the quacter-
master's offfte it was denled, bowever, that
this haa any slgnificance, as this work ls
unual at this time of year. Captain Arm-
strong, chief clerk of thla deparunent, saya
that no orders have been reéccived askipg the
Natlonal Guard be put In readiness for
militaey service, The circular of the Navy
department fn asking for an inspection of
vestels which might be of use ip case of
war, bag been recelved by the adjutant gen-
eral's office, Adjutant General Siryker 's
in Washington. In Gl ofce It is sald his
Waehington trip ls purely a persopal one,
end ls In no way connected with military

affzies.

PERFECT DISCIPLINE ON THE MAINE

No Carclessness Could Have Caused
the Explosion,

NEW YORK, Feb, 26.—A dispateh to the
Tritune from Havara saye: Captain Sampe
sun'd naval board hase been able to galn the
fullest formation showing that an accident
through lack of diacipline was Impossible,
This branch of the lnquiey brings out that
the officers and ecrew of the Malne were
under the sirictest dispiplioe, because, al-
though on the surface the visit of the Maine
was (riendly, Capiain Slgsbee had taken
proper jprecaution ageainst hostlle actlon.
While the divers' exawminatlons show that
some of the smalier magazines may have
exploded, the fact that the maln tes-lnch
nmgusine wan npol exploded seews Lo Lave
been concluslvely establisbhed.

Heporis Malone Relief RBil,
WASHINGTON, Feb 25.—The house com-
mittee on naval aflslrs toduy sgreed on the

Bou'elle Maloe rellef it favor-
S v g =
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NISTRATION IS FIRM

—

Gives No Heed to the Many Sensational
Rumors from Havana,

ADHERES TO ITS POLICY OF WAITING

AN

Unabinet Meeting in Devoted fo the
Muine Disnster, bt No Coneloxino
Is Reached Other Than that
Alrendy Announced,

WASHINGTON, Fob, 25.~<In spite of the
Ktress that came from unofficlal sources in
Havana a8 to sensationnl developments in
coninection with the work of the divers in
thoe Malpe's  bull, the adminlstration re-
maing firm in Ita statement that there I
#o ereditable evidence one way or the other
as to the cavse of the disaster, and holds fo
Its purpose to awalt the conclusion of the
Investigation now making by the court of
Inquiry, Thias position wes emphasized at
tolday's cabinet meeting, People who looked
for some startllog announcement were dis-
appointed, as the members, without roeser-
vation, frankly admitted that the subjest of
the loss of the Malne had been digcussed, but
#ald the government had recelved no infor-
mation from Havana since yesterday and
had no intentions of changing e polioy untll
there was something of substance to war-
rant It,

The Spanish legatinon was equally In the
dark as to any of the discoveries reported
from sources that are not cited, as waa shown
by the message from Captaln  General
Blanco, "

Secretary Long has been under heavy and
almost constant straln evér sinco he was
awakened In the middle of the night a week
ago last Tuesday by the news of the loss
of the Malne, and now that matters are, at
least for the time belng, In a quieter stute,
he has withdrawn from the Navy depart-
ment and gone away for a few days’ rest,
leaving Asslstant Secretary Rousevelt to
manage the department,

ROOSEVELT IN CHARGE.

The latter has been thoroughly advised at
every atep of the secretary’s polley of treat-
ment of the Malne nffalr, so that there i8 not
likely to be any change o ihat respect cavged
by the temporary assumption of the duties
of secrctary by Mr, Hoosevelt. Just before
the department clared he had word of the
salilng of the cruiser Montgomery from
Tampa for Key West. Up to that time the
versel had been glvon no ordere, eo that the
date of its departure for Havana, it It 8 to
eo at all, Is conjectured, The ehlp went to
Tampa Instead of Key West on s return
from San Domingo im order to facilitnte the
sjicedy return to hils duties in Washington
of Captaln Crowinshleld, the chief of the
vavigation burcau, who saved a full day by
tho movement.

The Castine, the second of the United
States war ships on the south Atlantic sta-
tion, arrived today at Darbadoes, where it
Jolned the Clnclunatl, It may be that the
Castine will go to Martinigque to be docked,
s it 18 In need of cleaning after ita tropleal
sorvice,

Sinco so much depends upon the report of
the court of inquiry, it may be interesting to
note that so far Sccretary Long himeelf doea
not know when to expect this tmportant
documoent, up to this time having heard
nothing from nny of the members on this
point, He rather expected that the court,
which has eomplete power to worle on its
own lines, would wind up ite work at Ha-
vana before leaving, so as to avold the
necessity for a return trip,

QUIETER FEELING.

Undoubtedly there Is a quleter
feeling manifested at  the Navy de-
pariment over the Malne affair as

time passes. This is the tenth day since the
war ship was destroyed, but the officers
are willlng to walt in patlence until the
facts relatlng to the explosion are fully de-
veloped. There are fully on  thelr guard
against the acceptance of unauthorized state-
ments of the conditlons at Havana aod the
dally developments, belng aware of the
efMclency of the precautions adopted by the
court of Inquiry to prevent the premature
dlaclosure of the proceedings. Therefore the
published elatement that tne explosion has
been demoenstrated to be of exterior origln
by the discovery of the npheaved double
bottom of the Maine did not cause much of
4 stir because the officlals could not con-
celve that the alert members of the court
of inguiry and thelr assistants |n Havana
had overlooked a fact so lmportant as this,
nothwithetanding It must have been perfoctly
apparent for the past weel to any one who
came near the wréck la case it is true,
CRONINSHIELD TAKES CHARGI.

Captaln Cronlnshield turned up at the
Navy department today and took the helm
in the Bureau of Navigation, relleving Cap-
taln Dickens, who haa distingulshed himself
and carned the thanks of the secretary for
the untiring vigilance with which he has
managed all of the Maine matters that have
fullen wpon the Navigatlon bureau, and of
the newspaper men for the patience and
frankness with which he has met their many
Inguiries,

Captaa Croninshleld’s absence has heen
made the baals for the conjecture that he
bhas been on aecrel service for the Navy de-
partment In Cuba, and color was leat to this
impreseion by the fact fhat It was not pos-
slble untll a late bhour yesterday to secure
from any of the officlals a stautement of (he
nature of his business in the south, for |t
was known that he bad arrived W Tampa ca
the Montgomery from the West Indies. The
officer himself wes mot very communiestive
a5 1o the detalls of his trip, but he d1d say
that he had been In Domiugo. He had gone
there on the Hrooklyn with his son when the
ship started for 8t Thomas, While Is San
Domngo he recelved news of the disester
to the Maine, and took advantage of the op-
portunity presented by the appearance In San
Dowmingo of the erulser Moulgomery to make
his way back to the United Eiates ond (g
Weahilngton.

NO WORD FROM HAVANA,

There was po word from either Captain
Bigeliee or Consul General Lee this wmorning
at the Navy or Blate departments. The mon-
ftor Terror is lying In Hampton Roads, and
It is sald at the Navy department that It
hag no orders &s yet. The lmpreesion is that
it will remain In that place, which is one of
Rreat strategic value o case of need, at
least until the monitor Purltan Is ready to
take its place. The Purltan Is slmost twiee
as big ap the Tervor, belng 4 6,000-ton vessel,
very little lesa than the Malne In slze. It
carries twelve-lneh guns In lis  turreis
against tep-lnch guns for the Terror, and |s
altogether the most formidable double-tur-
reted monitor (n the world in smooth water.
This qualification does pot mean that It s
unable to keep the sea, but only that from
its great breadth aud light draft It s so

to the wave motion that It s

| o 4o good wark wiih its guns \u &

1

reaway. It Is now haviog new furnaces fitted
to Its bollers at the Norfolk mavy yard, the
crowna of the furnaces haviag comas down
some time ago, owing to the fact that the
boliere fre the same that were bullt for it
when It was originally Iald down many yoars
ago. It Is sald at the Nary department that
It will be ready for service about the 4th of
next month.

Captain Sigabee nsked yestorday whether
he should endeavor to save the old material
In the superstructure of the Malne, which
from the pictures appears to be heaped over
the boller spacee.. He has beon told to let
this go, ns It s valpable only ms old lron,
which would mot pay to bring bmck to the
states.

BOOM THRE NAVAL MILITIA,

A delegation from the Naval Militla asso-
clation of the United States waw at the Navy
department today. The vielt from the mem-
bers, however, was not In response (o any
request sent out by thae department, as rep-
resented, but was prellodnary to a visit to
the capitol, where they 4re to be glven a
hearlng by the Barbeér bl committee to
inerease the appraprintion for boats designed
for the militla. The delegation conslsted
of Licutenant Blount of Baltimore, Com-
mander E. G. Huckland o* the Connecticut
militin, Commander Isane E. Emoerson of the
Maryland militla, Captain J. W. Miller, com-
manding the New York milltia and presi-
dent of the assoclation; Lieutenant Ralph
Fuller of Cleveland, O,, nnd Captain 1. L.
Saterlee, on thoe staff of the governor of New
York.

While at the Navy depariment the delégn-
tion had a pleasant Interview with Aaslst-
ant Secretary Itocuevelt, who has general
supervislon of the naval militia of the coun-
try, and with whom the provisions of the
bill were dlscussed, The measure, however,
had not been formally referred 1o the Navy
department by congress, and the officlals con-
m-mmul'ly have not given thelr opinion re-
garding ita provislong, The boaty provided
for in the bill are to be of about 150 tons
displacement, to have a speed of not less
than 4wenty-filve knots and are to
coxt, including armaoment, not ox-
cepding  $2,600,000, Six  of the  boals,
the bitl  provides, are to he  bullt
on the Paclfic coast. Whoen eompleted they
are to be stationed at the principal ports at
which naval militla organizations exist and
to bo manned by skeleton erewa from the
United States naval establishment ready for
the full complement of offlcérs and men to
be filled out from the miYi*fa  when drill
or other occaslon vtoquires. The delegntlon
also desires tp urge on congrésa greater Hb-
crality in approprintions for the naval mi-
ltln, s0 that It may be furnished with uni-
forms, ete.

DISPATCH PFPROM BLANCO,

At the Spanrish legation a dispatch was
recelved from Genernl Blenco referring to
commercinl questions, and mentioning In-
eldentally that no change 'of any kind has
ocenrred in afairs at  Havana, General
Blanco's latter statement I8 helleved at the
department to refer to the lack of definite
and trustworthy news penaing the private
inquiries now being progeedied by tho Ameri-
can nuthorities. In view of this attitude of
those whose officlal positlon glves them the
best opportunity for full information, Senor
du Bose and hls a=zoclates do not credit the
roports of discoveries tending to prove the
causo of the Maine disaster,

The commercial negotiations have heen
It sight of during recent events, bLut the
authoritics at Havann are hopeful that these
may be expedited at an early day. The
Cuban commlesioner, who has been namel
to treat on the matter, probably will come
to Washington before long, although some
delay of necessity will oeeur, on aecount
of the more pressing questions shich have
como up of late.

MAKES EAST RIVER IMPREGNABLE.

Skirmish Line of Torpedoes Mny e
Plnced Across the Channel,
NEW YORK, Feb, 25.—The Brooklyn Bagle
today sald: At Willets polnt precaution s
being taken to make the Hast river entrance
to New York Invuluerable, A so-called skir-
mish line of torpedoes Io profected across the
channel to Fort Schuyler, The torpedoes
will be anchored #o clese together that it
muy be made impossible for a hostile ves-
g0l 1o cotess the line without being blown
up. The torpedocs will be connected with
electrie wires, and to make doubly sure
that their plans cannot ‘he frustrated the
ciglneers have arranged tn have batteries
located at each end wf the line so that in
ciuse an apparatus was used by the enemy to
sever the copnecting wires end break the
clroult the torpedoes could still bhe exploded
from either end. The channel Is already pro-
tected fromi the Willets Polnt shore to the
center of the channel by two groups of sub-
marine n¥ines. Each group consists of twen-
ty-two torpedoes, the férty-four together

contalning 120 pounds of glant powder,

“At Fort Schuyler, direetly opposite Wil-
lets Polnt, conslderable engineering work has
bein done. A torpedo magazine und experl-
menting galiery was recently completed. It
la consldered the strongest magazine on any
United States fortification.'

BOOMERS ARE HOMEWARD BOUND.

Trip for Exploiting the Omaha Ex-
position About Ended,

MEMPHIS, Feb, 26,—(Specinl Telegram.)—
The pligrimage of the delegation of western
business men practically terminated today.
Ita conclusion was marked by several fea-
tures of unusuil interest, The tourists were
tendered a reception at the Merchants KEx-
change, President W. F, Brodie welcomed
them in a most cordlal meaner. The Hon.
W. 0, Graves, ex-president of the exchauge,
made a few felicltous remarks, eliciting from
Messra. Cornlsh and Rev. 8. Wright Butler
fitting replies, Taking the wwolley cars In
front of the custom house the party were
ploted out to the beautiful club house of
the Montgomery Park Jockey club, Here an
elegant lunch was served follewed by the
presentation on behalt of the  delegation
1ll'srousz; the Hon, H, R. Corbeit of valuable
end appropriate presents to Chalrman
Green, Mr. Cornish, Rev. Dutler and Mr.
Hardy, the press repreésentative of the expa-
sition. The people of Memphis are o hearty
aympathy with the {1dea of @ grend expoaition
of western aund soutbern lndustries and lo-
Leresta,

At Baton Rouge the delegation were met
at the depot by p commitiee of cllizens,
headed by Mayor Wax and forming a line
marched through the principal sireets to the
music of au excellent band, dining at the
Marer House, whence they marched to the
pavilion of the State unlversity where Pros-
ideut Boyd expressed ihe pleasure of the
people of the capltal eity In recelviog the
guesis who bad come to explolt the great
northwest and its wmagnilicent exposition.
Throughout the journey the delegation has
recelved just such kindly treatment and the
great object for which 1t was organlzed has
beeu universally endorsed. The party leaves
Olty, arriving ul
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bere tonight for Kansas

OPEN THE SUPPLY DEPOT!

May 1 in the Date Unless Existing
Conditions Change.

MERCER BRACES CCMMISSIONER JONES

Omahn's Mastling Congressmnn NDoes

Some Good Hostllng in Behnld
of the Interests of the {
Gute Clty,

WASHINGTON, Feb, 25.—(8pecial Tele-
gram.)—Omaba‘s new Indian supply depot
wlll be opened by May 1 if conditions as at
present exlating do not matechlly change.
Secrctary Bliss has sent with his favorahle
endorsement to Commissioner of Indian Af-
faira Jones, resolutions and the tender of
building rent free by the city council ot
Omaha, as provided In the act creating a
supply depot at that city. As a result of
thi tender, Comgreseman Mercee today had
a long Interview with Commiesioner Jones
relative to the manner in which the depot
was to be opeaed and what wae required on
the part of the government to inatall the
gime, The whole subject of the supply
depot was gone over, but the rather ctartiing
information was conveyed to Mercee that the
department was out of money even to Keop
up supply depots at New York and Chicazo,
and that a denclency wag about to be created
on account of the rather parsimonious man-
ner In whith congress had  treated  this
branch of the government. In the event that
a deficiency exists it will be necessary to
a=k for an additlona]l appropriatica i the
genecnl deficlency bill, which tho conumis-
sloner has now under consideration,

Seeratary Bliss' recommendation  that the
depot bie estahlisted as contemplated by the
act, went far toward bracing up Commis-
sloner Jones, and He finally said he would
soratch sbout among the varlous funds to
find sufficleait money to open the depot be-
fore the opening of the Omaha Exposition.
Mereer then suggested that as Jones con-
templated going to Chicago within a for:-
night, he extend his tiip to Omaha, meet
the business people and aftee examining the
bullding eelected for warchouse purposes e
could better know just what was needed
This suggestion met with favor

OPEN BIDS IN OMAHA.

The commissioner further sald that when-
ever posaible he would opea bids la Omaha,
although New York stands in the way of
very much accomplishiment aloug these lines,
and. that it may be as well known by mer-
ohants of Omaha intending to become bids
ders for supplles that they base thelr bids
on delivery at Omaba, from which Indians
will be supplied, In this way fcelght be-
tween New York and Chicago and Chleago
and the Mlissourl river will be absorbed,
which will give the merchants of the Gate
City a decidedl advantnge over bidders to
the eastward of Omaha, For this reason the
Nebraska delegation voted In favor of the
supply depot at the Missouri river.  All bhis
must be accompanied by samples of goods
to be delivered, and, theeefore, Bgreat care
must be exercised in the selection  of
gnmples, &8 government experis pass on all
bida,

It 18 understood that Senator Carter of
Montana l» In recelpt of letters from con-
etituents of his cbjecting to bids being based
on dellvery at Chicago and New York and
especially are objections made by firms in-
terested In breadstuffs, Of course this was a
gentle hint to Senator Carter to attempt the
establishment of the Indian depot at Helenx,

but the 1odian ofMce belleves that with
Cmaha  equipped with a  warchouse the
wheole country ecan be thoroughly supplied

without any additicnal depot. It wns sug-
gested at the Indlan oMee to Senntor Carter
that he have his constituents bid on supplica
for delivery at Omuaha, which would lessen
the haul by 600 nillis at least, It g the he-
lHef of those in charge of supply statlons
that Omaha Is admirably situated to reach
n larger number of Indlane and Bt a Jevs
codl to the government than any other slp-
tion in the country and that whenever pos-
sible, bidders will be asked to dellver at
ODmaha,
INDIAN CONGRESS.

Chalrman Sherman of the Indlan affairs
commlttee, who |8 now in the south, expects
to join the committee at Baltlmore next
Tuesday and acoompany the delegation to
Carligle, I'a., on an investigation of that
school. This will probably Interfere with the
reporting of the Indian bill to the house be-
forg Friday or Saturday of next week, and
postpones that much longer action on the
Iudian congress amendment.

The senate committes on Indlan allalrs
will take up for conslderation at ltg next
meeting the bill introduced by Senator Allen
providing for the establisiment of wagon and
cattle tralls over Indlan reservations, It s
expected that an adverse report whil be made
by the committes,

Indian Commiesloner Jones has returned
from Chleago. The commissioner has
awarded the contract for supplylog 400 stir-
ring plows at §5.60 aplece to the Sloux In-
dians of South Dakota to Fuller & Johnson,
‘Madison, Wis.; also a contracl to Bradley &
Co, of Chicago to furnieh the Sloux with
breaking plows and harrows al $6.00 apleve.
The commissioner will visit Chicago March
9, when the contracts for furnlahing weagons,
horaes and cattle to the Bioux will be let.

The removal of the Unlted States land of-
fice from Ruapld City to Degdwood will socl
be decided by Commisslongr Herrmann,
probably next week, and v I8 though his
declslon will be against removal,

The secretary of the interlor today al-
firmed the declsion of the land commirglaner
in the case of Leslle D). Rucker agolnst
Thomas Grimaby, involving lands In the Alll-
ance (Neb.) land dlstriet,

JUDICIAL DISTRICTS.

Senator Thurston, during the early part
ol the firet seesion of the present coDgréss,
Introduced a Dbil providing that the Jju-
dicial districts of the United States be di-
vided Imto eleven districte lostead of niue,
a8 at prescot, the chauge occurring lo dis-
tricts west of the Missiselppl river, as
there seems to be great and pressing ne-
cemeity for this rellef. He today sout lot-
ters o forty senators  representing  the
states Included In the Elghth and Niath ole-
cults 0 meetl in conferemics in the room of
the committee on territorles next Wednes.
day at 10:30 o'clock to agree, If powmsible,
upan soine bil) that wil) relieve the present
overcrowded condition of the dockets in
those clreuits, Thurston's b contemplaies
makiog the Elghth clreuit comprise the
states of Missourl, Arkansas and Kansas;
the Ninth, Callfornla, Oregon, Nevada and
Washington; the Tenth, Minnesota, jowa,
Nébruska, North Dekota and South Dalota;
the Eloveuth, Colorado, Wyowming, Utah,
Mobloua aud ldubo,
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MAE PERSONS BURNED TO DEATIL
Fnitnl Nesults of nan Early Flre ot

Chnrleston.

CHARLESTON, 8 ., Feb, 26.—Nine lives
were lost 1o oa fearful fire which raged for a
short while In Church street this morning.

AL 2:10 a policeman on duty notleed big
the tenement liouse at
No, 160 Chureh street, The offieer found
that n blaze the
windows on the first floor. The doors were
broken open and the famlly on that floor

spurks flylng from

wan d=suing from one. of

wore rughed out without any damage. Some-
body yelled that a family of women were
sleeping on the third floer. The pollce
rushod upsthirs and when they reached the
top story the life saving work was stopped
by the flames, which scemed to be playing
over the entlre bullding., Screams from the
dying women were heard and OMeer Bagby
rushed in and pulled out three charred
The quick work of the fre depart-
ment checked the fire and It was soon under
but nine lives on the
third floor had been lost. The dead arc:
MRS, REBECOA KNICKMBYER,

ALBERT O'NEAL,

CASWELL W. O'NEAL,

JOSEPHINE KNICKMEYER, 7 years old.

KATIE KNICKMEYER, 18 years ol

LEONORA KNICKMEYER, @ years old.

FRANCIS ENICKMEYER, 8 vears old.
LILLIE KNICYMBEYER, 3 vears old.

A BABY of Mrs. Knlekmeyer, 1 month old.

SOUTH DAKOTA GETTPING INTO LINE,
Tnkes Mensnres to e Represented nt
the Exposition.

MITCHELL, 8. 1), Feb, 26.—(Specinl Tele-
gram.)—The entire committee appoltited hy
Governor Lee for the east half of South Da-
lota, which will assume charge of South
Dakota's productlons at the the Omahn expo-
sitlon, was unable to be  present at  the
mectiag held  lere last night and today
Messre, 8. W, Narregang, Aberdeen; Hans
Murphy, Elk Point, and Hugh Smith, How-
ard, were the only ones here. The commit-
teo pussed a resolutlon that South TMkola
should have an exhibit at the Omaha expo-
sltlon and from that standpoint scveral deag
were evolved ws to the best plan for ralsing
the monéy to defray the expenses, The fol-
lowing plan wasa adopted as one likely to
becoma the most popular in all parts this

silde of the river:

The commissioners of each county are to
be requested to appropriate 4 sum of money
oqual to 20 cents for each voter in the county
aveording to the election of 1896, which would
mean an appropriation of about §300 for
Davidson county.

The commitiee perfected an organlzation
for this purt of the state with the followlng
ofMicers: Governor A, I8, Lee, president: 8,
W. Narregang of Aberdeen, vice president;
Hans Murphy of Elk Polat, secretary; C. A
Jewett of Sloux Falls, treasurcr, The com-
mittee figures that it will require at least
10,000 to pay the expenses of the exhibit,
About 50D square feot of ground has been
donated by the exposition company free of
charge, but It will be Insufliclent for the
state's exhiblt and additional sparce will cost
about £1,200,

It Ia the Intentlon of the committes to
vislt as many countles as possible und or-
ganize a loowl board therein, which will lool
ufter the money matters and the exhibits,
Resolutions were also passed outlinlug the
duties of secretary and treasurer as to the
receipt and expenditure of money,

Meesrs, Narregang, Murphy and Hugh
Smith met with a goodly number of busi-
nees men this morning to look over the prop-
odition of Davidson county coming Into line
Mr. Narregang explained the ob)ect and the
plap’ on which the committee expected Lo
carey on ite work. A local organization was
formed with the following officers: Frank
Weller, president; Loeuls  Beckwith, vice
president; J. K, Emith, secrotary, and N, L.
Dayligon, treasuror.
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CALL WILLAKD TEMILE,

Waomen Appenl for Fands (o Coms-
plote the Stractnre,
CHICAGD, Fob At o meellng of tho
Waoman's Temple tcustees in this clty today
resolutiona adopted appeallsig to the
genetal publie of the country for asslstance
In raiming the debt which hangs over the
Woman's Christian Temperance Unlon bulld-
Ing. Thoe truatees resolved that when they
had secured for the Natlenal Woman's Chels-
tian Temperance unlon the capltal stock of
the temple thoe bulldiog should be wechrie-
tened "Willard Temple," as o mondment Lo

Miss Frances B, Willard,

The recolutions ask the newspapers of the
oountry to present the sppeal to thelr read-
ers throtugh the columus of the papers, to
reccive and acknowledge subseriptions for the
fund to frée the temple from dobt, the fund
6 be pald to the teesaurer of the board of
temple trustecs, G, B, SBhaw, president of
the Awerican Trusl end Savingas baunk, Chi-
CHEO,

e
=ip,-

were

Major ek Pays the Wi,
COLUMBIL'E, O, Feb, ~The Ohlo senate
bplbery Investigating committee met today
ang exdmined Muanpger Rosa of the local
telephone company with  regard to enllp
made and answered In connection  with
Hanna beadguarters in the Nell house when
he was o candidate for United Blated seni-
tor, The only new development was that
MuojJor Dick settled the telephone b, Not

p
£5.

even names Of conversationalisle by teles | 1o contracts far movieg troops, he had Lear®

Phone weie saeufed

[DESSIMISTIC  PRESS

Medrid Nowspapers Take Dark View of
Sitnation,

CAUSE STOCKS TO TAKE A TuweLg

_————

Beourities Decline and Rates of Exchange
Co Skyward,

—

CUBAN BONDS ARE CHIEFLY DEPRESSED

—

Produced by Alarm'st Rumors Conoerning
Maine Investigation.

BERNABE AND WOODFORD ARE CHUMMY

American Minister Talks of 'ence and

Predicts o Hearty Welvome for r

' Folo nt the Americnn 1

Caplial, N

(Copyright, 15885, by T'ross Dublishing Comipany.)

MADRID, Peb. 25 —(New York World
Cablegram—8pecial Telogram )—The peasi=
mistic campnlgn of the leading Madrid ph=
pers has produced consgllemble alarm In the
stock markels, the cash salea to
overpower the cfforta of the syndlcates to
keep up quotationa for account.
ties dectined today and the rates
change were the hlgheet on record,

causing

All mecuria
of ox-
(‘uban
bonde are ohlefly depressed, the scare belng
attributed to the alarmist rumors concerns=
Ing the rosults of the Malie dicaster Inveitl-
gatlon, Mher  financlal  enunes whieh
had  thelr  effoct  were  the  displosenro
of the French bankers and  eapitals
Ists  becauke  Premler Sagasta’s  cabls
net has refused to give assistance to the
rallroad companles In which French capltad
ls largely Invested and beeause the Spanil
cablnet prefera to ralse money in Spaln for
It Cuben waor expenditure rather than acceopt
the hard terms of the forelgn money lenderd,

All the Madrid papers comment upon the
banguet st the American legation 1o honor
of Seaor Bernabe, the new minkster to tho
Uniitedl States, esend the significant words of
Minister Woodford when he  proposed thoe
health of the King and queen regent of
Epain.  He aliuded appropriately to Semor
Derpabe, predleting an excellent offielal and
social weleome In Washinglon <a accowst of
his personal merits and of the recollections
of his father, Admiral Polo, who woe minis-
ter in 1874, Woodford cencluded by heartily
wishing for peace, "always peace,” betweon
the two countries.,

The Intest telegrams from lavana report
that the American investigators bave found
the wreek of the Mame In osuch o slate o
to make It almest Impossaible to advance a
declsive opinica as to the eauso of the diss
uster, AHRTHUR E. HOUGHTON.

SPPANISH SHIF LIZAVES NEW YORK,

Vizeaya Completes Hx Friendls Visit
nt the Natlon's Metropolls,

NEW YORK, Feb, 25, —The Spanlsh ernlsor
Vizeaya, after gpending a woeek in this port
on a friendly visit to the Unitod States, got
up anchor at 1:40 o'clock this afternoon and
Etarted to sen. Its destination Is Havana.
There were no ceremonies or acellents of
any kind connected with the yvessel's dlepart-
ure, The fires under the hollers ware lghted
at daybresk and by 9 o'elook the Dlg vessel
wai  clear of everylhing and walting the
pleasure of Its commander to glve the word
to go.

AL 1:10 o'clock Captain Eulate mounted the
fiying bridge with the pilot and pave the
word to hoelst the anchor, Few speclators
werg on the neighboring wharves at the
time. The big anchor had hardly heen
cleared from the mud before the vessel got
under way, and by the time It was eatted
the Vigcava had stretched for the nnrrows.

The naval tug Nina and the pollce boat
Patrol accompanled the ship aw far as Fort
Wadsworth, when they saluted and went
about. The loud and deep etoam whistle of
the Vizcaya gave thom three long blasts—the
marine farewell, Forts Tompking and Wads-
worth soon were left astern and the ship
entored the torturous main, at times at foll
speed, then at half epeed, again stopping,
Pllot Lockman took no chance. He keenly
felt his responsibility,

When the veseel left It anchorage Its
fMags were at half mast for the Malne, and
& guard of the marine Infantry was drawn
up in double files aft, It was In full service
uniform. Once well outside the Hook, more
than a marine league from the shore, the
flags were holated home, but the guard stood
ready. Offcers in unlform paced the deck.

Four miles outslde the Hook the pilot boat
dropped away from the Spanish vesacl, and
after an exchange of salutes  had been
whistled it started for New York, Then the
Vizeaya got under way, i rounded the Hook
taking a southerly course, For a time Its
yellow funnels were visihle, then they be-
come lost to view, Later a more pencil of
smoko on the horlzon was seen, and It woas
ndios Vizcaya.

The report that the Vizeaya will stop at
& southern port is Inscourate, It will pro-
coad to Havana and expects (o reach there
an Tuesday next. From Havaoa It may pro-
ceed to Bpain.

vnGe

SPAIN TO  STHIKE FIRST,

Jdingo Press in This Country Stirs Up
the Spanish,

LONDON, Feb, 25, —According to a special
dispateh from Madrid, reports received there
froem the United States to the effect that publie
opinlon in the latter country la becoming
more excited owing to the lmpression that
the loss of the Malne ls not due to an sc-
cldent, are “restirring popular feeling hero
(in Madrid) and the conviction le fncreasiog
In minleteria® clrcles that the worst must bo
oxpected.”  Continulng, the epeclal diapatch
#ays!: *“The government has no cholee 1t
the United States adopts a thrastening ate
titude, for the prospect of war s populag
with all parties, and the more excitabloy news-
papers are already urking the government to
take measurcs to make Bpslo strike the fArst
and decislve blaw."

Nollronders Deny War Preparations.
NORFOLK, Va., Feb, 25, —The rumor that
the government I8 securing from rallway
companles estimates of thelr capacity for
moviug traops and munitions of war between
[.»\tlnnllc and gull ports and the interior Is
{oMclally deoled by Vice President 8t. John
'of the Seaboard Alr Live, whoso road s
Pmentioned In the reparts. Mr, St Jobn satd
| today that he Is Iguorant of any such move
on the part of the War department, and as

ol thou




